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seizing, at the same time, what little there was that moved and
pleased.
Not only single parts in the current pieces, but the pieces
themselves remained easily and wholly in his memory; and along
with them, the special tone of any player who had represented
them with approbation. At length, in the course of his rambles,
his money being altogether done, the project struck him of acting
entire pieces by himself, especially in villages, and noblemen's
houses; and thus in all places making sure at least of entertain-
ment and lodging. In any tavern, any room, or any garden, he
would accordingly at once set up his theatre: with a roguish'
seriousness and a show of enthusiasm, he would contrive to gain
the imaginations of his audience; to deceive their senses, and
before their eyes to make an old press into a tower, or a fan into
a dagger. His youthful warmth supplied the place of deep feel-
ing; his vehemence seemed strength, and his flattery tenderness.
Such of the spectators as already knew a theatre, he put in mind
of all that they had seen and heard; in the rest he awakened a
presentiment of something wonderful, and a wish to be more
acquainted with it. What produced an effect in one place he
did not fail to repeat in others; and his mind overflowed with a
wicked pleasure when, by the same means, on the spur of the
moment, he could make gulls of all the world.
His spirit was lively, brisk and unimpeded: by frequently
repeating parts and pieces, he improved very fast. Ere long he
could recite and play with more conformity to the sense, than the
models whom he had at first imitated. Proceeding thus, he
arrived by degrees at playing naturally, though he did not cease
to feign. He seemed transported, yet he lay in wait for the
effect; and his greatest pride was in moving, by successive
touches, the passions of men. The mad trade he drove did itself
soon force him to proceed with a certain moderation; and thus,
partly by constraint, partly by instinct, he learned the art of
which so few players seem to have a notion, the art of being
frugal in the use of voice and gestures.
Thus did he contrive to tame, and to inspire with interest for
him, even rude and unfriendly men. Being always contented with
food and shelter; thankfully accepting presents of any kind as
readily as money; which latter, when he reckoned that he had
enough of it, he frequently declined,—he became a general fa-
vourite; was sent about from one to another with recommendatory

